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leather shields ready to hand, where we can make a dash and
pick them up. Pallas Athene and Zeus will distract the Suitors'
attention when the dine comes.
(One more word; and this is most important. If you really are
my son and have our blood in your veins, see that not a soul
hears that Odysseus is back. Tell neither Laertes, nor the swine-
herd, nor any of the household staff, nor Penelope herself. You
and I alone will discover which way the women are heading.
And we might also sound one or two of the men-servants, to
find out which are loyal and respect us, and which have for-
gotten their duty to the fine prince they have in you.'
But his noble son had an objection to raise. 'Father,' said he,
'my own mettle, I am sure, you will come to know in due
course: I am not in the habit of behaving like a light-headed
fool. But I do feel that we should gain nothing by acting as you
propose, and I urge you to think once more. You would waste a
lot of time going round the various farms and sounding the ser-
vants one by one, while the Suitors are enjoying themselves in
our house and eating up our stores in their disgusting way, with-
out sparing a thing. I certainly think you ought to find out
which of the women-servants are guilty or innocent of dis-
loyalty towards you; but as far as the men are concerned, I,
personally, vote that we do not go round the farms to sound
them, but postpone that till later, if it is really true that you have
had some intimation of the will of Zeus.'
While father and son were thus discussing the situation, the
good ship that had brought Telemachus and his men from Pylos
was making the port. They sailed the black craft into the deep
water of the harbour and then dragged her up on the beach.
Their eager squires carried off their gear and removed the valu-
able gifts to Clytius' house. They then dispatched a messenger
to Odysseus' palace to tell the wise Penelope that Telemachus
had gone up-country and ordered them to sail round to the city,
so that the good queen might not take alarm and let the tear-
drops fall. As it happened, this messenger and the worthy swine-
herd, conveying the same news to the lady, met on the way. But

